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More female
electricians wanted 
By WARREN MAILEY
for Metro Vancouver

Critics often claim that
society’s preconceived
notions about careers

in trades have kept women
from enrolling in vocational
training programs.

While a number of trades
have seen an increase in the
amount of women entering
the field, the electrical pro-
fession remains, by and
large, male dominated. Ac-
cording to Work Futures,
British Columbia’s occupa-
tional outlooks website,
women make up only six per
cent of the electrical workers
in the province.

Vancouver Career College
offers an Electrical Entry-
Level Trades Training pro-
gram that dispels miscon-
ceptions about the trade,
which encourages more
women to follow a career in
trades.

“Women don’t sign up for
these programs because of
preconceived notions.” Said
Wrenetta Sinclair, director of
the Abbotsford and Chilli-
wack campuses. She said the
field has been genderized
based on the work being tra-
ditionally performed by men.

“It’s all about perception,”

she said.
Sinclair also wants to de-

bunk the idea that electrical
work is too physically de-
manding. While she doesn’t
deny that the work requires
a level of personal strength,
she’s adamant that potential
candidates consider the other
demands of the job, as well.

“You need to be analytical,
as well,” she says. “It’s actu-
ally an art to be an electri-
cian.”

Sinclair is excited that the
school witnessed more en-
quiries from women in re-
cent months. Moreover, she
has also noticed a slight
change.

We’re seeing more enroll-
ments (by women) for the
upcoming classes,” she said.   

vancouver career college

◗ Vancouver Career College is
enrolling for its Electrical
Entry-Level Trades Training
program in Burnaby and
Chilliwack. 
◗ For more information
about certified career train-
ing programs, call
604.438.6881 (Burnaby) or
604.795.9911 (Chilliwack).
Visit them online at
www.vancol.com. 
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By SARAH RIPPLINGER
for Metro Vancouver

A creative licence to thrill and
a chance to add new flare to
the catwalk attracted some
aspiring fashion designers to
a burgeoning field of study at
the Vancouver Community
College (VCC).  

The school is offering a

new extended two-year Fash-
ion Arts Diploma Program in
the fall of 2007 that will ex-
pand its current curriculum
and classroom size.  

The full-time program,
part of the college’s Centre for
Continuing Studies, will in-
clude more technical training,
96 hours of textile design, up
from 36 hours, and three
times the studio space.

Advanced Fashion Arts
Certificate student Suzanne
Cowan, 29, said VCC’s one-
year program has “really
lived up to its reputation in

terms of what we’ve learned
in a very short period of
time.” 

The diploma program,
which is an extension of the
certificate program, focuses
on refining students’ techni-

cal capabilities and preparing
them for a career in the fash-
ion industry. 

Students will learn skills
such as the shibori technique
of Japanese dying and devore
technique of surface design in
velvet. New courses also in-
clude an in-depth textile sur-
face design lab and a two-
tiered computer course using
Adobe Illustrator, according
to program co-ordinator Judy
Ho.   

Erin Kobayashi, 28, a full-
time student with the one-
year program, said she enjoys

New fashion 
program improves
technical skills

fashion arts diploma program

◗ Program length: Two years
◗ Domestic tuition: $13,270
◗ International tuition:
$19,855
◗ Fall enrollment application
deadline: May 30, 2007
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AT BCIT, there’s a lot of talk — which you’d expect as 
part of a well-rounded education. But there’s also a lot of 
building, designing, presenting, measuring, experimenting, 
reporting, playing, researching, drilling, welding, 
programming, painting, networking, laughing, planning, 
surveying, manufacturing, collaborating and innovating.

Now that’s something to talk about. Are you ready to act?

gobcit.ca/allaction

WE’RE ALL
TALK.
AND ALL
ACTION.

TECHNOLOGY
CHANGES

EVERYTHING
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College adds flare to its curriculum
Sarah King, 30, is a Fashion Arts student at
Vancouver Community College.

SA
RA

H
 RIPPLIN

G
ER/FO

R M
ETRO

 VA
N

CO
U

V
ER

“just being creative” in her
fashion drawing class where
students learn how to design
clothing patterns “so that
someone can actually see
what you want them to see.”

Students complete both
the diploma and certificate
programs with a fashion
show where their individual
collections and portfolios are
presented to members of the
public and fashion industry.

Sarah King, 30, a part-time

second year Fashion Arts stu-
dent said the program has
taught her “how to draft a
pattern” and “how to take an
initial design from a sketch,
to a technical drawing, to a
pattern draft and all the way
to full construction” of the
garment.

King said she feels “very
well versed in a lot of differ-
ent skills that I didn’t really
expect in some ways, so I’m
very pleased with that.”


